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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to Applicant's Election in response to the 
Election/Restriction requirement set forth in the November 19, 2004, filed on December 
07, 2004. 

2. Applicant elected Group I, claims 1-22, and 28-30, with traverse. However, the 
restriction was proper. Because the inventions are distinct, each from the other because 
of the following reasons: 

3. The applicant's the ground(s) of the traversal, is not found persuasive. Because 
one application should have one invention and examining different invention on one 
application is burden. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the 
following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instance case, invention I can be used for 
extracting a feature based on an instruction from a client the feature associated with 
electronic information, deciding whether the electronic information is to be deleted 
based on the feature extracted by the feature extracting means and deleting 
unnecessary electronic information, which is manipula;ting data and data structure, such 
as deleting data. Invention II can be used for inputting a feature associated with 
electronic information from terminal equipment and extracting information to be deleted 

% 
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from the electronic information stored in storing means of the terminal equipment, which 
is data inputting and storing data, which is data or file maintenance. See MPEP 
806.05(d). 

4. Claims 1-22, and 28-30 are presented for examination and claims 23-27 and 31 
are withdrawn from consideration as being drawn on the non-elected inventions. Claims 
1-31 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the Invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-22 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Klein (U.S. Patent No. 6,701,346). 

With respect to claims 1-3, 12-13, 28 and 30, Klein discloses, feature extracting 
means for extracting a feature (indicate and identified the redundant message for 
deletion, col. 6, lines 5-39) based on an instruction from a client (150, recipient 
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computer system), the feature associated with electronic information stored in storing 
means (159, stored message, fig. 1) connected to a network, (140, network fig.1, 
recipient computer and server connected by network); deciding means (message 
manage system, 157, fig. 1) for deciding whether the electronic information is to be 
deleted (col, 6, lines 5-39, deciding if the message is redundant) based on the feature 
extracted by the feature extracting means, see (fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39, for example, 
message Ml is decided as redundant message by message manage system, 157, fig. 
1 ); and deleting means for deleting from the storing means via the network unnecessary 
electronic information decided to be deleted by the deciding means, see (fig. 2D. col. 6, 
lines 17-39, redundant message Ml is deleted). 

With respect to claims 4-6, Klein discloses, wherein the deciding means decides 
whether the electronic information is to be deleted based on a feature comprising a 
character string, image and similar image, see (col. 1, lines 5-65, electronic message). 

With respect to claim 7, Kline discloses, deciding means decides that other 
electronic information related to specific electronic information is also deleted together 
with the specific electronic information decided to be deleted based on the feature, see 
(fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 8, Kline discloses, temporarily storing means for 
temporarily storing electronic information sent via a network wherein the deleting means 



Application/Control Number: 09/977.306 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2162 

deletes the unnecessary electronic information stored in the temporarily storing means 
at a predetermined timing, see (159, fig. 1, stored messages deleted when decided 
redundant, fig. 1, fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 9, Kline discloses, deleting means deletes the unnecessary 
electronic information from the temporarily storing means after a predetermined period 
of time has elapsed, see (159, fig. 1, stored messages deleted when decided 
redundant, fig. 1 , fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 10, Kline discloses, instructing a feature associated with the 
electronic information to be deleted, see (fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Kline discloses, inputting the feature and transferring it 

I 

to the instructing and operating means, see (fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 5-65). 

With respect to claims 14-16. Klein discloses, wherein the deciding means 
decides whether the electronic information is to be deleted based on a feature 
comprising a character string, image and similar image by the client, see (col. 1 , lines 5- 
65, electronic message). 

With respect to claim 17, Kline discloses, deciding means decides that other 
electronic information related to specific electronic information is also deleted together 
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with the specific electronic infornnation decided to be deleted based on the feature, see 
(fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 18, Kline discloses, temporarily storing electronic 
information sent via a network, deleting the unnecessary electronic information stored in 
the temporarily storing means at a predetermined timing, see (159, fig. 1, stored 
messages deleted when decided redundant, fig. 1, fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 19, Kline discloses, unnecessary temporarily stored 
electronic information is deleted after a predetermined period of time has elapsed, see 
(159, fig. 1, stored messages deleted when decided redundant, fig. 1, fig. 2D, col. 6, 
lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 20, Kline discloses, unnecessary temporarily stored 
electronic information is deleted based on an instruction from a sender of the electronic 
information, see (159, fig. 1, stored messages deleted when decided redundant, fig. 1, 
fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 21 , Kline discloses, temporarily stored electronic 
information is transferred based on an instruction from a sender of the electronic 
information, see (col. 6, lines 17-39). 
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With respect to claim 22, Kline discloses, inputting a feature associated with the 
electronic information to be deleted; and giving a deletion execution instruction to 
unnecessary electronic information that is to be deleted and extracted from the storing 
means according to the input feature, see (col. 6, lines 17-39). 

With respect to claim 29, Kline discloses, storing electronic information sent via a 
network in temporary storing means; and deleting unnecessary electronic information 
stored in the temporary storing means at a predetermined timing, see (159, fig. 1 , stored 
messages deleted when decided redundant, fig. 1, fig. 2D, col. 6, lines 17-39). 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

IMW 

December 20, 2004 
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